The YMCA of York and York County

Proposal to Rutter’s Dairy & Farm Stores (September 17, 2007)

“With Rutter’s, All Kids Count!”

“All Kids Count” is our name for an innovative partnership formed to welcome children with disabilities into our “typical” preschool program.  For years, we have gone the extra mile to make sure kids with disabilities could attend our preschool, but we never formalized this as part of our service to the community.  Over the past year, we have discovered that there is a critical need for a preschool program that truly welcomes and accommodates kids with disabilities. 

In order to make this happen, we are proposing a partnership called “With Rutter’s, All Kids Count!”  Rutter’s would commit to being our major program sponsor, making an annual contribution in exchange for Pre-K Educational Improvement Tax Credits through the PA Department of Community and Economic Development.  This sponsorship would fund scholarships for kids with disabilities and kids from lower income families who wish to attend our program.  We will provide the high-quality, fully inclusive preschool program; Rutter’s will provide the funding to make the program available to the kids who need it most.

The partnership doesn’t have to end there.  We will work with the Rutter’s team to let the community know that “All Kids Count” is a joint effort.  Everyone wins when we market this partnership to the York community.  “All Kids Count” and Rutter’s make a great team.  When people think of Rutter’s Dairy, they think of family.  Rutter’s and kids are a natural fit.  And we know that, with the Rutter’s endorsement in the form of program sponsorship, families will be knocking down our doors, asking to enroll their kids in our program!

And as a program sponsor, you will get exposure in our agency brochure (80,000 copies, twice per year), our e-newsletter, annual report, our website and all promotional efforts related to our preschool program.  We will use every opportunity to let the community know that Rutter’s is making difference for our kids!

More About the YMCA’s Inclusive Preschool
The YMCA of York and York County, in keeping with its dedication to building strong kids through education, offers a preschool program to children aged 2 through 6 at its Dover Branch.  The YMCA of York’s Bob Hoffman Preschool provides a cutting-edge academic program that prepares children for success in elementary school and beyond.  Our program teaches children good citizenship, good social schools and the basics that form a strong foundation for future learning.  Our program is one of very few in the area that offer enrichment programming like French instruction, music class and physical education class.  Our curriculum compares favorably with that of expensive, elite private schools that charge three times more.  And we welcome children with disabilities, something most preschools are not equipped to do.

Anecdotally, we know that it is more difficult for children with disabilities to be accepted into private preschool programs.  Providers usually cite liability concerns, inability to provide additional staff, inaccessible facilities and lack of teacher expertise as reasons for their reluctance or refusal to enroll kids with disabilities.  Every day, we hear from parents who have children with disabilities who would like to attend a “typical” preschool program in the community.  These children have disabilities like autism or Asperger’s Syndrome, Sensory Integration Disorder, cerebral palsy, mental health problems (depression, anxiety), developmental delays, mental retardation, learning disabilities, neurological difficulties and other issues that make it a bit more difficult for them to function successfully in a typical preschool classroom.  These children often rely on Personal Care Aides, Therapeutic Staff Support, Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy, specialized academic instruction and counseling/behavior modification to help them function successfully in the home and classroom.  Far too often, the parents of these children are told that there is no place for them in typical preschools.  This results in the children being either isolated at home or placed in segregated programs with other children with disabilities.

Organizations like The Arc of York County (one of our supporters), United Cerebral Palsy and other disability rights groups are united in their belief that children with disabilities are best served when they have the chance to be included - with proper supports – in a typical community environment (like preschool) with their peers who do not have disabilities.  The YMCA shares this belief and is dedicated to making the Bob Hoffman Preschool Program a place where all children are welcome – and given the opportunity to reach their potential.

We will be partnering with the Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12 and the York/Adams MH/MR Program’s Early Intervention Unit to receive referrals and request technical assistance to support children with disabilities enrolled in their programs.  We will also work with Pediatric Therapy Associates, a local for-profit private practice, for staff training, workshops and referrals.  We will receive technical assistance and advocacy services from UCP of South Central PA and The Arc of York County (serving kids with developmental disabilities like mental retardation).  We will partner with local service providers to enable their therapists to support children in our classrooms.

But there is one final, critical piece to this puzzle… and that is the support of a well-respected sponsor that shares our dedication to helping kids.  With Rutter’s as our corporate partner, we will make something amazing happen here in York.  And this will make all the difference in the world for the families we both serve.

“With Rutter’s, All Kids Count!”

(Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it?)
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