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Danvers, Mass.-based Santorella Publications, Ltd. released the first four “Basses Loaded” books in 2006, with a fifth due in January 2007.  The series currently includes “Primer: Quickstart Bass for Beginners,” “Volume One:  Essential Tools,” “Volume Two:  Rock Edition,” and “Volume Three: Blues Edition.”

“Many students of the bass decide to play this instrument because of a bass line they heard in an introduction of some jazz, rock, blues, funk, swing, or pop standard that made them twitch - got their feet moving or head bopping,” says Tony Santorella, President of Santorella Publications.  “It is that groove that turned them on to the instrument, and what Rod has pulled together so incredibly well.  By referencing recognizable melodies these kids are so excited and can't wait to learn the next one.

“This series is a bass teacher’s dream,” continues Santorella.  “It will keep students interested from the first lesson of Volume One to the last lesson of Volume Four - with hopefully more [books] to come.”

When he isn’t redefining the music education landscape in print, Rod Goelz teaches private and group lessons in guitar and bass at Campbell’s Music in York.  He also facilitates numerous guitar workshops and clinics in and around the area.

“The guitar is an intensely personal instrument,” says Goelz when asked about his somewhat unorthodox approach to teaching.  “There is no one correct way to go about learning the guitar.  There are, however, many clues that have been passed down through the ages, and I try to pass these on to my students.  In general, I believe there are core ideas and disciplines any guitarist or bassist will need to express himself.  How one learns these disciplines differs from student to student.  When I'm able to match what the student wants to know with what he needs to know, then the lesson is, almost without exception, a success.”

One could say that Goelz is a guru of modern guitar instruction.

One key aspect of Goelz’ approach lies in his effort to make learning fun and entertaining.  Although he appreciates and stresses the importance of learning proper techniques, he knows that students can learn without rigidity and stifling structure.  Rick Osborne, a local college professor and a fan of the Goelz method, says his son, Ethan, “commented favorably on the experience [of studying guitar with Rod Goelz] compared with the typical rigid piano lessons he has had.”

A former student commended Goelz for enabling her to explore a new hobby.  “Rod gave me the flexibility to learn the guitar by playing music by my favorite artists.  This motivated me to practice, and brought me a lot of personal satisfaction.  I was amazed at how he could take any song I brought to him and turn it into a lesson on proper guitar technique.  I learned in spite of myself.”

Goelz has also authored a series of guitar lessons, and he uses these as the basis for his private and group instruction.  In fact, “Basses Loaded” is the direct result of 17 years of teaching an amazing variety of students.  Goelz has developed a keen eye for finding the right “fit” for each student, making him a very popular guitar and bass instructor in the York area.

Plans for the new year include another book (the sixth in the series), and a new round of “Basses Loaded” group lessons at Campbell's Music.  For information on Goelz’ group lessons, check out www.rodgoelz.com/grouplessons.htm.
To order Goelz’ “Basses Loaded” books, visit Santorella Publications’ website, www.santopub.com, or call 1-877-600-0049.  For more information about Rod Goelz and his projects, go to www.rodgoelz.com.  Press inquiries should be directed to Rod Goelz at (717) 848-3510 or his publicist, Kristi Myers, at (717) 854-9012.
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WITH “BASSES LOADED,” AUTHOR/MUSICIAN ROD GOELZ HITS A HOME RUN


York-based guitar instructor releases five how-to books for aspiring bass players








December 1, 2006 (York, PA) – For more than 17 years, musician Rod Goelz has helped budding guitarists realize their goals, from nurturing a new hobby to starting a rock band.  The list of Goelz’ happy students could fill a book…or, rather, inspire him to write one.  Or Two.  Or Five.





That’s right.  Over the course of his career, Millersville University graduate Rod Goelz has literally rewritten the way musicians look at the bass guitar, putting the fun back in studying the instrument and opening doors for scores of aspiring rock gods.  (And a few moms, grandfathers and middle school students as well.)





Goelz’ revolutionary series of teaching tomes, spanning everything from music basics and technique to mastering rock, blues, jazz, R&B, country, Latin, Motown and funk styles, gives bass students what they need to become proficient bass players without taking the fun out of learning.  Students use popular pieces in various styles to develop their “chops” and find themselves playing real music from almost the first page.  Readers won’t find any “Kumbaya” here, folks.





Goelz’ method is so good he even gets fan mail.  One newly minted bassist wrote “After being a drummer in an all girl band that almost hit the big time in the 80s, I finally purchased a bass...I also picked up your book, ‘Primer: Quickstart Bass for Beginners.’  In three short days I have almost gotten through the entire book’s riffs.  No, I’m not ready to play out, but I sure surprised myself.”





The adoration doesn’t stop there – it transcends international borders.  Dave Milliken, an Ontario, Canada-based musician and teacher writes, “[I] have just come across your “Basses Loaded” books in a local music store. Excellent job!  I will be recommending them to my bass students.”
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